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Fr. Athanasius Habtu Ghebre-Ab serves as a parish priest at Holy Trinity Eritrean Orthodox 

Church in Cincinnati, Ohio, and is also the Director of External Relations for the Canonical 

Eritrean Orthodox Church in Diaspora under the imprisoned Patriarch, Abune Antonios and His 

Holiness’s designated bishop, His Grace Abba Mekarios. The Diaspora Diocese includes all of 

North America, Europe and the Middle East.  

 

He holds a Ph.D. in history and is a senior faculty with the rank of full professor at the 

University of Cincinnati where he has taught for over a quarter of a century. The focus of his 

study is African History, specializing in colonial history in the horn of Africa. His published 

books include Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of a Village in Eritrea (Red Sea Press, 

2013); Ethiopia and Eritrea: A Documentary Study (Red Sea Press, 1993). He is presently 

working on a title: Full Circle: Coming Home to the Faith of Our Fathers. He has also published 

several commissioned works and others still in progress pertaining to the Eritrean Orthodox 

Church. For several years now, he have published several articles on and advocated for religious 

freedom, separation of church and state and on behalf of all prisoners of conscience in Eritrea.  

He is married to Mical T. Ghebre-Ab, his wife of thirsty-six years and they have two grown 
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